[image: C:\Users\sreed\Downloads\Logo.png]  King George V Primary School 

R.E. Policy

Introduction:
King George V Primary School is made up of staff and pupils who originate from many nationalities, cultures and faith groups. As a school, we aim to celebrate this diversity and offer a welcoming and inclusive environment for all our pupils, including new arrivals and non-native English speakers. We believe that Religious Education provides an opportunity to celebrate and foster awareness of these differences within our school and the wider world. It is a subject that celebrates diversity and challenges stereotypes.

We believe that R.E. has an important part to play in promoting the spiritual, moral, social, cultural and intellectual development of our pupils and in helping them to gain a greater understanding of themselves and a more sympathetic awareness of the needs of others. This enables pupils to be better equipped to cope with the responsibilities and experiences of adult life. Children will learn to understand the world and their place in it, know that all members of the school community show respect and tolerance for others and develop a better cultural awareness.

Aims and Objectives:
Religious Education is an important element in the broad and balanced curriculum we aim to provide at King George V Primary School. Through our R.E. curriculum, we provide opportunities to develop children’s knowledge and understanding of world religions and reflect on the challenging questions that it provokes.

At King George V Primary School, we aim to:
· Develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other religions and consider how the beliefs of others impact on their lives and the lives of others.
· Encourage children to ask and reflect on challenging questions.
· Provide opportunities for personal reflection where children can explore their own beliefs (not necessarily religious).
· Encourage children to appreciate and respect the different cultures in today’s society.
· Acquire and develop their knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other principal religions represented in Great Britain: Sikhism, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism and Hinduism.
· Develop an understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on individuals, communities, societies and cultures.
· Develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious and moral issues, with reference to the teachings of the principal religions represented in Great Britain.
· Develop a positive attitude towards other people, respecting their right to hold beliefs that are different to their own.
· Enhance their spiritual, moral, cultural and social development by:
· Developing awareness of the fundamental questions of life raised by human experiences, and of how religious teachings can relate to them.
· Responding to such questions with reference to the teachings and practices of religions, and to their own understanding and experience.
· Reflecting on their own beliefs, values and experiences in the light of their study.

Legal Requirements:
Our school R.E. curriculum is based on SACRE and the Sandwell Local Authority’s (LA) Agreed Syllabus and it meets all the requirements set out in that document.

The statutory requirements are to be found in the Education Act (1944) and the Education Reform Act (1988).
· RE must be taught according to a locally agreed syllabus prepared by a specially convened standing conference. At King George V Primary School, RE is taught within the Sandwell agreed syllabus for Religious Education.
· RE must not be denominational but teaching about denominational differences is permitted.
· RE must be provided for all registered pupils, but parents have the right to withdraw their children from RE lessons.
· The Educational Reform Act (1988) states that ‘RE must reflect the fact that religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian whilst taking account of the teaching and practices of other principal religions represented in the country’.

The Sandwell Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education meets the above requirements.

Key Skills in R.E.:
We strongly believe that R.E. is more than just developing children’s knowledge and understanding. We seek to develop children’s skills in investigation, enquiry, communication, interpretation, analysis, reflection and evaluation. These are important life skills for children to develop and use in their daily lives. 

These include:
· Investigation/enquiry (finding out what people believe, how their beliefs affect the way they live and the different ways people express their beliefs). 
· Communication (sharing their ideas and those within religions and beliefs in a lively, informed way including different styles of writing, oral contributions and the use if ICT).
· Reflection (ensuring the children have planned time to consider and reflect on their understanding and opinions) 
· Interpretation (recognising and talking about religious symbols, stories and sacred texts).
· Analysis and evaluation (developing their own views and ideas, recognising the views of others). 

Key Attitudes in R.E.:
As with skills, R.E. has a number of key attitudes it seeks to promote. 

These include: 
· Self-esteem (so that every child feels valued and significant), 
· Respect (including being sensitive to the beliefs, feelings and values of others), 
· Open-mindedness and tolerance (being willing to learn and gain new understanding) 
· Appreciation and wonder (developing children’ imagination and curiosity).

Planning:
At King George V Primary School, we plan our R.E. based on the Sandwell Local Authority’s agreed syllabus. Our medium term plans found in our Thematic Overviews ensure that there is progression throughout the school and that children are building upon knowledge learnt in previous years. The topics are designed so that pupils develop knowledge and understanding of the principal religions in Great Britain and Christianity is taught as a core religion in both key stages. We recognise that within classes, there is a wide variety of abilities and so we provide suitable learning opportunities that are matched to the needs of all children. This is done through providing support, differentiating activities and using a range of teaching and learning styles within lessons. Where possible, teaching will be supplemented with trips to places of worship or visits from people from religious communities.

A minority of children will have particular teaching and learning requirements which go beyond the provision for that age range and if not addressed, could create barriers to learning.  This could include G&T children, those with SEN or those who have EAL. Teachers take account of these requirements and plan, where necessary, to support individuals or groups of pupils to enable them to participate effectively in the planned activities.  
Cross-Curricular Links:
Cross-curricular links can be made with a range of other curriculum areas most notably English, Drama, Music, History, Geography and school assemblies.

Timetabling For R.E.:
[bookmark: _GoBack]R.E. is taught alongside the Citizenship curriculum and each subject is taught for half a term, three times a year. Each lesson should be 60 minutes in duration. In addition to this, R.E. can also be taught in a cross-curricular context where it compliments class themes.

Teaching and Learning:
RE is an exciting curriculum subject and we employ a wide range of learning methods in our teaching.  

These include:
· Visiting local places of worship and receiving visitors from faith communities.
· Using art, music, dance and drama.
· Children experiencing times of quiet reflection to develop their own thoughts and ideas.
· Using story, pictures and photographs.
· Using artefacts to help children develop their understanding of religious 
beliefs and forms of expression.
· Discussing religious and philosophical questions giving reasons for their own beliefs and those of others.
· Developing the use of ICT (particularly DVDs and the internet) in helping children’s awareness of religions and beliefs.

Marking and Assessment:
Children’s work in R.E. is marked in accordance with our marking and feedback policy. Teachers are aware of the value of immediate feedback so endeavour to provide verbal feedback wherever possible.

The standard of work in R.E. is expected to reflect the targets of children in the core subjects. Work should be recorded in books and any photographs taken should be stored in the staff SharePoint R.E. folder. Displays of children’s work in R.E. are also encouraged.

As R.E. involves a process of personal development and emerging/changing views, it is difficult to formally assess all but the ability of children to recall facts and to be able to express a view about religions. The Sandwell Agreed Syllabus states that: ‘Often the effectiveness or importance of an experience cannot be measured; experiences in R.E. should not be limited to what can be objectively assessed or measured.’ Teachers should therefore assess what pupils know about religions, what their attitudes are to religions and how well they are able to express their own views and feelings towards other religions.

Additional Opportunities:
The school is committed to offering practical first hand experiences for all pupils. This may be achieved through visits to local places of worship and talks by guest speakers from the local community. Each year, pupils have the opportunity to visit a place of religious worship to further enhance their understanding of that particular faith.

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development:
The R.E. curriculum forms an important part of our school’s spiritual, moral and social teaching. In R.E. lessons, children are invited to reflect on their personal responses to issues, consider other people’s responses, and appreciate that for some people belief in a spiritual dimension is important. We encourage children to consider the answers offered by faith groups to questions of meaning and purpose and problems within society and their own experience. Religious education also strongly supports the school’s citizenship programme by introducing pupils to the significance of belonging to a community, the diversity of our wider communities, faith rules and their application to moral and ethical issues and cultural influences on religious practice.

R.E. contributes to children’s spiritual development by:
· Discussing and reflecting on questions of meaning and truth such as the origins of the universe, good and evil, life after death, beliefs about God and humanity and values such as justice, honesty and truth.
· Learning about and reflecting on important concepts and experiences such as love, trust, forgiveness, obedience and sacrifice.
· Valuing relationships and developing a sense of belonging.
· Considering how religions and beliefs regard the value and purpose of human beings, the importance of the environment and the significance of emotions such as love, anger, joy, jealousy, happiness and pain.

R.E. contributes to children’s moral development by: 
· Enabling children to value themselves and others.
· Exploring the influence of family, friends and other sources on moral choices.
· Considering what is of ultimate value both to children and within religious traditions.
· Developing an understanding in key beliefs and teachings in religion and values and moral choices.
· Considering ethical issues especially justice which promote racial and religious respect.
· Reflecting on the importance of rights and responsibilities and developing a sense of conscience.

R.E. contributes to children’s social development by:
· Considering how religious and other beliefs lead to particular actions and concerns.
· Reflecting on the importance of friendship and positive relationships.

R.E. contributes to children’s cultural development by:
· Encountering British people of different faiths 
· Encountering people, stories, artefacts and resources from differing cultures.
· Promoting respect for all, combating prejudice and discrimination.
· Challenging stereotypes of religion and beliefs.

Curriculum Management:
There is a named subject lead (R Foley) responsible for co-ordinating the teaching of R.E. throughout the school. Their role is to:
· Provide support, advice and resources to members of staff.
· Monitor the teaching of R.E. and outcomes for all children, revising policies and supporting staff with planning of R.E. where necessary.
· Monitor the teaching of R.E. across the school highlighting the continuity and progression of the areas taught across the school.
· Attend relevant training and support staff through relevant INSET sessions. Monitor the use and need of resources throughout the school.

Monitoring and Evaluation:
The teaching, assessing and resourcing of R.E. is managed by the R.E. Subject Leader in close collaboration with Senior Management. In order to ensure continuity and progression, it will be necessary to monitor the teaching of R.E. across the school. This should be done through liaison with staff to be able to observe lessons, through INSET sessions, monitoring planning and coverage and carrying out pupil interviews.

The curriculum leader attends regular training and professional development, and organises INSET and training for other members of staff when necessary. R.E. planning is collected for monitoring and a sample of books looked at regularly throughout the year. The scheme of work is also evaluated annually.

The result of any monitoring should be discussed with the Head Teacher/SLT and any actions resulting from this should be acted upon within a given time frame.

Equal Opportunities:
Every child is entitled to be taught R.E. regardless of their age, culture, gender, background or special need or disability. R.E. develops a balanced view of the multi-cultural society which we live in without compromising the faith, non-faith or cultural background of any pupil.

The school believes that it is important for all children to have access to opportunities for spiritual development and awareness and for understanding of the great religious traditions.

Inclusion and differentiation for children with SEN and EAL are taken into account in our planning and teaching as they are in all areas of the curriculum. Within the teaching of R.E., we make the most of opportunities to help the children develop their sensitivity to relevant issues such as refugees and religious fasting, and to develop positive attitudes towards themselves and others.

We endeavour to draw on the varied experiences and backgrounds of our pupils and staff in order to make R.E. relevant and interesting to our pupils. Important festivals are celebrated from different religions within the school and wider community.

Resources:
Resources are centrally stored in the learning room and include books, pictures, artefacts and posters. All materials should be handled very sensitively and with respect.

For further information regarding the resources we have, please consult our comprehensive audit of R.E. resources (updated July 2016).



R.E. and the Use of ICT:
ICT should be used to enhance the teaching of learning of R.E. where possible. This can include:
· Helping children to make effective use of the internet and IT programmes to investigate and learn from different religions beliefs, teachings and ideas.
· Using e-mail and video conferencing to link with other schools and communities in different local, national and global locations.
· Using multimedia and presentation software to communicate their own ideas and those within religions and beliefs

Rights of Withdrawal:
We firmly believe that R.E. is an important subject in children’s learning. We fully recognise the legal right of parents to withdraw their children from any part of R.E. on the grounds of conscience.
  
The school asks parents/carers to contact the Head Teacher if they have any concerns about R.E. provision and practice at the school.
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